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From the Puritan Age to the Augustan Age

Historical background			
Charles I and the Civil War
Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth
The Restoration
The Augustan Age

Social and cultural background
Scientific revolution
The birth of the bourgeois class
The birth of political parties

Literary Background					
The Age of Classicism			
The Age of prose 		Newspapers “The Spectator”

JOHN MILTON
Paradise Lost			Satan’s speech

THE RISE OF THE NOVEL

DANIEL DEFOE
Robinson Crusoe		Robinson wants to leave England
				Robinson’s first day on the island

JONATHAN SWIFT
Gulliver’s Travels		The Academy of Lagado
				Language reforms and new teaching methods (fotocopia)



The Romantic Age

Historical and social background				
Britain and the American Revolution
The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars
The Industrial Revolution


Literary Background
Romanticism						
Two generations of Romantic Poets

WILLIAM WORDSWORTH
Preface to The Lyrical Ballads
I wandered lonely as a cloud

SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner		Instead of the Cross, the Albatross
						A sadder and wiser man						
[bookmark: _GoBack]JOHN KEATS
Ode on a Grecian Urn
When I have fears that I may cease to be  (fotocopia)

JANE AUSTEN			The novel of Manners
Pride and Prejudice		It is a truth universally acknowledged
				Darcy’s proposal

MARY SHELLEY
Frankenstein or the modern Prometheus		A spark of being into the lifeless thing

EDGAR ALLAN POE		The Red Masque



The Victorian Age: an introduction

Historical and social background
Early Victorian Age: a changing society
Faith in progress
An Age of Optimism and Contrasts

Literary background
The Age of Fiction
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