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Programma di letteratura inglese

Classe III H
Anno scolastico 2021/2022
Prof.ssa Stefania Sarrocco
I contenuti linguistici, espressivi e  letterari sono stati sviluppati facendo riferimento al libro di testo: ”PERFORMER SHAPING IDEAS” VOL. 1 ZANICHELLI
Alcuni materiali sono stati distribuiti in fotocopia.

Module 1- The Origins:
Historical and Social Background: Celtic and Roman  Britain; the Roman occupation. 

Anglo-Saxon Britain: the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons; what were the Anglo-saxons like? Christianity.
Literary Background:  a world of heros; the Epic and the Elegy; the style and the language of Anglo-Saxons poetry;  the figure of the scop;  old English; the layout of a poem;  sound devices; language devices. 
BEOWULF: A PRIMARY EPIC : a german legend,  plot,  a perfect hero, main themes and style. 
 Analisi testuale del brano: “Beowulf  funeral”.
Module 2 – The Middle Ages:
 Historical and Social Background:   Norman England  and feudalism;  William the conqueror, feud, church and guild, Norman England after William. Henry II reforms. Literary Background:  the medieval narrative poem. Middle English.
GEOFFREY CHAUCER: (pp 52,53,54). THE CANTERBURY TALES: a portrait of English society, the pilgrimage,  social subversion,  main themes.
 Analisi testuale dei brani: “ The General Prologue”;  “The Prioress”; “ The Wife of Bath”; “The Monk”; “The Parson”; “The Knight”; (fotocopie).
Module 3 – The Renaissance and the age of Shakespeare:
Historical and Social Background: the Reformation; Henry VIII and the break with Rome,  the dissolution of the monasteries,  the Golden age: Elizabeth I.
Literary Background: the golden age of drama,  the role of London,  Elizabethan theatres,  actors, playwrights and the audience,  the mise en scene; the continuity with medieval tradition.
SHAKESPEARE THE DRAMATIST: the official version of Shakespeare’s life, the first folio of 1623, Shakespeare’s canon, Shakespeare’s legacy in the English language.
Romeo and Juliet:  sources, plot ,love, the individual and society, fate, main characters,  mix of comedy and tragedy, a lyrical play,  a hopeless love, the contrast between the lovers and their families,  love and hate, life and death. 

Analisi testuale dei brani:  “The prologue”; “ The Balcony scene”.

Hamlet: sources, plot, medieval and renaissance man,  action and hesitation, women, justice and honour,  the main character, play within the play, an impossible revenge tragedy.
 Analisi testuale dell’estratto “To be or not to be”.
Macbeth: plot, setting, characters, a criminal mind, themes, imagery.

Analisi testuale degli estratti: “I have done the deed”; “Life’s but a walking shadow”.
